222 


u 
82 > 


= Riſe, Oppoſition to, and Eſtabliſhment 


0 


1 OF T N E 


M _ x A; ER 
CCC 


4 


„ 4 att oe. 


DINBURGH REGIMENT. 


* 


4445477 nn „„ oo # ay eee. * 


5 40 4 wi; of 


* 
n 
A - 


Vl 
1340 as 
3 


* 
N * 


4 5 Audiet cives acuiſſe ferrum. Hom, 


V FN N NN H M bes 


Naa os Lett hed r — 


** nl Ig : 5 1 r ” j — 
: % — 95 8 Ms 25 * * 2 
5 DS = g Nn D ee eee SR 
— in eee N FX EPR. IN Se e = 25 ; 
- : 3 Nee "IP. - . 
2 F 7 . T's q . * = LT CT A» ; 
. 
* 
” 
% 
* 
* 
PR. | 
5+ : X | 
+*- 
* | þ | 
| * 
n 
* ö 
L CT. ; | 
F . | : 
7 
3 1 
1 — 7, 
; * = 
* * 
y Fog 
>. : 
1 | 
* 
bw : 4 
* 3 
| - * 
| * 
; 1 * 3 
<4 : | 
| * 
— 7 4 bo <> : * 
N „ | 
. g | | 
* \ : 
* . 
„ | 
- ; : | 
* | : 
Ane \ 
: | 
| " 
7 | 
= * 
» | x | 
. 
: $ ” £ q 
| - 
* 5 5 N 
* | 
. 
N 
* 
a} fe. : 
- : | 
» | | 
* . 
, \ 
£ | ; 
* | | 
4 $ | 
4 | | | 
. A 2 | 
£ 
p* 5 | 
x ' : | | 
Des : 
| ven _- Pf 12 
n 
* bY 4 | 
"» 
4 | 
> 
. 
| * 
4 
1 N ; . | 
' r 4 * £ 
* » f : | 
* | : 
; 1 
Ss. i 
. — 3 | 
| : 
* . = 
* 
*. 
4 * 
* 
* 
” o® * 
— | : 
* — N : | 
* b | | 
CY c \ | 
4 h 9 1 2 8 
| * 4 on o 
» " | 
* 
. 6 
-V , | 
* - - 4 : | 
On 1 | 
oe g | 
* \ k 9 : | | 
* 5 | | 
. * | | | 
* . | | | | 
4. in : 
þ —— * 4 — 
o 
8 
- 
* 
* f | 
- 2 A 
1 » 
f 5 AJ 
224 —- ; f 
*. 2 
& © 6 a 
. * 
oe. oo ihe ; \ 
- 
1 
; 1 
n 1 
- : 
* 
2 p 
2. 
| * 
1 0 
1 
4 
Ul 


4 \ 
& by 1 
oY — 
Wh 
oy. 
”"F 
_ 
3 
Fr 


provoked rebellion, awaken deep concern in the breaſt of every 


Or THE 
EDINBURGH REGIMENT: 
Audiet cives acuiſſe ferrum. Hon. 


'T a time, when the indifferent ſucceſs Which has hitherto 
attended the Britiſh arms, and whea the inefficacy of the 
means employed for cruſhing a moſt unnatural and un- 


true Briton, 1 feel myſclf not a little comforted in ſurveying that 


general ſpirit of indignation which blazes up againſt the rebellious 
authors of our misfortunes. 


As a citizen of Edinburgh, I feel a peciliar ſatisfaction in the 
ſpirited meaſures which this city has adopted, for ſtrengthening the 


hands of government, by raiſing an Edinburgh regiment, thereby 


teſtifying to the public, that we have the ſpirit to lend a more vi- 


gorous aid to government, than the empty compliment of an ad- 
dreſs. 


I 


E 4 þ 


| 
I confeſs, however, that the ſatisfaction I enjoy is chequered 
with feelings of a very different nature, when I obſerve how a 


certain /{7:on amung us have conducted chemſelyes upon this oc- 1 
caſion: A faction who have ever been inimical to the city of a 
Edinburgh, who have ſeldom been ardent, and never ſteady in 3 
defence of government; and whoſe leader, although bound in the 4 
ſtrongeſt manner to his Royal Maſter, ftom the ſacred importance 1 
of the oſſices committed to his truſt; from folly, or diſaffection, Wi 
. or both, has not ſcrupled to check, to the utmoſt of his power, a 1 
Fx megſure calculated, as muchas any; can be, to ſtrengthen the hands | 9 
| | of government, by the diſplay of zealous and active loyalty to the 3 
> belt of Princes. 4 
I apprehend there are few ſtronger motives to the exertion of 1 
virtuous, and depreſſing of blame-worthy actions, than an hearty 4 
| | and general applauſe beſtowed upon the former, and a public and 
x warm indignation expreſſed againſt the latter: And I am confi- 
| dent. that no meaſure can tend more to ptevent ambitious and un- 
| worthy people from wriggling themſelves into power, than to de- 1 
| teft the malignity of their intentions, and dangerous tendency of # 
| their purſuits. Theſe conſiderations have led me to publiſh * An 4 
| H. iftory of the Edinburgh Regiment? 1 intend no more than a $ 
= ſimple parrative, unembelliſhed, arid even unrefined by ſtudious 3 
attention; and, at the ſame time, that it ſhall be my principal care 1 
| to avoid miſrepreſentation ; yet I do not pretend that my infor- | 4 
| mation mult be altogether ſo correct, that, in ſome minute circum- 1 
| ſtances, I may not be miſtaken ; and, if ſuch ſhall occur, I ſhall 4 
think myſelf obliged to any perſon who will undeceive the public, 4 
by correcting my miſtakes. 1 fi a 
| In the reign of James IV. 5 city of Edinbweoh raiſed a oy L 
j numerous body of men, who, accompanied by the whole magi- 3 


ftrates, attended their Sovereign in the raſh and unfortunate expe- 
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' dition which terminated in the field of Flowden. In a ſucceeding 
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E 
period, the city both raiſed men and advanced money to defend the 
perſon, and ſupport the intereſts of James VI.; and, in the reigns 
of both the Charles's, as well as that of George I. the city gave 
reiterated proofs of her loyalty. 


At a period of ſuch critical importance to Britain, when the 
forces already employed to cruſh the American rebellion have not 


been proportioned to the end, or at leaſt have failed in ſucceſs, it 


became the duty of the city of Edinburgh to follow the honourable 
example which MANCHEs1ER has afforded ; and, by raiſing a 
regiment, at once to teſtify her concurrence with the meaſures of 
government, and give them a ſolid ſupport. 


In purſuance of ſo laudable a purpoſe, the Lord Provoſt of E- 
dinburgh waited on the Lord Advocate, communicated his inten- 
tions to him; never doubting to receive that encouragement, which, 
conſidering the high offices he held under the crown, it was his 


Lordſhip's duty, in a peculiar manner, to afford ; and which his 
ſituation, as member for the county, gave him additional oppor- 


tunities to beſtow. Wat; 


« Puem Deus vlt perdere,.— 


as Lordſhip, a great officer of ſtate, 101 enjoying, at preſent, high 


emoluments under the crown, anſwered to this purpoſe : * That we 
© were already loaded with too heavy taxes, and that it would be 
© abſurd in us to burthen ourſelves voluntarily: And further, that 


© the Engliſh would jay, we are always ſeeking pretences for get- 


* ting arms into our hands, and, after we had got them, might make 


a bad uſe of them: That, on theſe accounts, he could give his 
© Lordſhip's propoſal no encouragement.” 


Thus did the Lord Advocate refuſe his concurrence to a meaſurc 
which was to ſtrengthen the hands of government, at the ſame 
time that it would acquire Pen to himſelf; for it muſt be 

B obſerved, 


8 
obſerved, that his Lordſhip, with a view to his political purpoſes, 


has of late been courting the affeQions of a city, over whom it has 
uniformly been the buſineſs of him, and his — to exerciſe 


tyranny and oppreſſion. 


His Lordſbip's conduct, and that of the Great Man he makes 


his dupe, are the more ſurpriſing, that they might have arrogated 


to themſelves, and their party, the ſole merit of patronizing the 


Edinburgh regiment ; for, as the Lord Provoſt had, at that time, 


ſent no intimation of his purpoſe to Sir Laurence Dundas, they 


would bave had the ſtart of him by at leaſt nine days, 


Baffled in his idea of obtaining encouragement from the Lord 


Advocate, the Lord Provoſt had recourſe to the city's repreſenta- 


tive, who expreſſed his warm approbation of the meaſure, at the 
ſame time, ſubſcribing a thoufand gumeas to promote it. 


An Edinburgh regiment being reſolved on, the Lord Advocate 


determined to oppoſe, as much as poſlible, in others, what he him- 
ſelf would not encourage. His emiſſaries were accordingly fet to 
work; and he expected, from his political partizans, an hearty 
concurrence in oppoſmg the meaſures of the court. 


The Conveener of the Trades was applied to; and, after a pro- : 


per quantum of coaxing and cajoling applied by the ingenious Mr 


Stodart, agreed to oppoſe the motion when it ſhould be debated in 
council. He was not, however, to head the oppoſition ; that was 


left to the abilities and fidelity of Bailie Stirling, Mr Stodart him- 
ſelf being unfortunately out of council. Next day the matter was 
agitated accordingly ; but Mr Stodart's troops felt the abſence of 
their leader. The Lord Provoſt having propoſed in council, that 


_ a regiment ſhould be raiſed, aſked the opinion of Bailie Hunter; 


who declaring a warm approbation, his Lordſhip next requeſted the 
ſentiments 
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ſentiments of the Conveener. The poor Conveener was ſadly 
puzzled. —He would not venture to head the option, He cd 
not, however, remain ilent, He made wry faces to Bailie der- 


ling. Stirling ſtared at him; the Provoſt ſtill urging an antwer, 
while this dumb-ſhow was acting. At laſt this anſwer was tquee- 


ꝛzed from the Conveener : © That his conſtituents had not inſtructed 


him.“ 


The ſubſcription being ſet on foot, the citizens manifeſted the 
loyalty of their ſentiments by the liberality of their ſubſcriptions, 
Even my Lord Advocate's friends, the trades themſelves, were 


guilty of unpardonable treaſon againſt the houſe of ARNisToN, 
in not attending to the ſentiments of that haughty family, in pre- 


ference to their own opinions, and to the good of the country, In. 


two days, about five thouſand pounds were ſubſcribed, merely from 


the voluntary zeal of the citizens; unaſſiſted by the miniſtry; un- 


aſſiſted by the clergy ; diſcountenanced by the Lord. Advocate, at 


the head of the whole body of law, and publicly, yet obliquely rail- 
ed againſt from the bench, by the Lord Preſident of the Court of 


Seſſion; who, at the ſame time, groſsly inſulted the whole Britiſh 
army“: The town of Leith, unconnected with politics and par- 


lies, lending to the Edinburgh regiment a liberal aſſiſtance. 
| The 


On Thurſday the 15th of January, in a cauſe depending between Mr Wedder- 
burn of Ballindean, and an African negro, contending for his freedom, the Lord Pr e- 
ſident, who was on the ſide of ſlavery, ſpoke to this purpoſe : 


c Why ſhould it be ſaid we have no ſlaves | in this country — What are theſe fel. 
* lows that we ſee walking about the ſtreets with feathers in their cap>?—ſo proud of 
their belts and trappings; are not they flaves? ay, and the worſt of flaver /—Theſe 
can lawfully be ſent out of the country: But, were a ſhipmaſter attempting to carry 


98 any of his a ad s free e abroad, it would be highly proper for a JupGt To 


c INTERFERE, 


(1 


The wild ſchemes of the Lord Advocate have as often amazed, 
as their ridiculous terminations have pleaſed me : But, although I 


am nowiſe diſpoſed to entertain profound reſpe& for his Lord- 


ſhip, I found it out of my power to believe, that he would adopt 


ſo extraordinary a conduct as his preſent, till the event corrected | 


my iacredulity. 


Since he commenced politician, his conduct has indeed been ſo 


extravagant, that, upon reflection, I do not wonder at his acting 
wrong by deſign, but at his never acting right by miſtake. And 


unfortunately, he communicates the ſame abſurdity to thoſe over 


whom he has any influence. The filence of the Duke of Buccleugh | 
upon this occaſion, and the noiſe of the faculty of Advocates, (both 
of whom are his cullies), deſerve equally to be attended to as proofs | 


of this poſition. 


The Duke of Buccleugh, embarked, or r rather inveigled, in the 
ſame deſperate cauſe with his Lordſhip, from his political purſuits, 


has every inducement to court the affections of the citizens of E- 
dinburgh. His concerns in the national welfare, as a nobleman of 


vaſt property, unite him more ſolidly to its intereſts. One would 
naturally expect that a peer of the firſt rank, and the moſt exten- 


live opulence, would aid the cauſe of his ſovereign, and give 


ſupport, againſt turbulent and rebellious ſubjects, to a conſtitu- 
tion where he has ſo much at ſtake; yet his Grace, in theſe pre- 
dicaments, aggravated by his deſcent. from the blood royal, by his 


neglect of the example of his illuſtrious anceſtors, and that of 
EY 2s TEE the 


c INTERFRE, AND LAY AN EMBARGO UPON THE $H1p.'—What uſe the Houſe of Com- 


mons may make of this note, or what may be the conſequences, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine. 


2 
Dd 
4 

7 A 
* 

= : 
4 


” 
I 
2 
"2 
8 7 
J L 
R : * 
83 
* F, 
0 ** g 7 
4 1 
EF 
IS * 
* 3 * 
LE 


% 


IIS 
3 


” 


PETE: 
Tens * 4 


2 n 9 R 
HS ke 3 


(9) 


the noble repreſentatives of the houſes of HAMILTON and 
ATHOL, forgetting the dignity of his order, attention to his inte- 
reſt, and, (may add), the golden box in hisGrace's charter-cheſt, 
covering the freedom of the city of Edinburgh beſtowed on the illu- 
ſtrious Monmouth, for cruſhing rebellion at Bothwell-bridge, reclines 
ſupinely at Dalkeith, courts a deacon, or manages a dirty law-ſuit 2 
in the Court of Seſſion, while he diſcourages an Edinburgh Regi- 
ment, and when Citizens and Common Couucil- men are teſlifying 
their loyalty to the beſt of Princes. 


As for the Faculty of Advocates, I can aſſign to their conduct 

no deliberate motive, but that of convincing the world that the 

family of Arniſton poſſeſs over them an hereditary influence: 

That the ſame family, which, in the reign of Queen Ann, led them 

to commit treaſon, can ſtill induce them, lat leaſt in this inſtance), 
not to diſcourage rebellion. 


The conduct of this honourable and learned fraternity was 
indeed ſo ſingular, that it deſerves to be minutely deicribed. I 
ſhall, therefore, according to the beſt information I could procure, 
relate the particulars, as a beacon to the city of Fdinburgh, guarding 
them againſt a rock, on whoſe ſummit is erected their beloved idol; 
before whom the Faculty proſtrate themſelves, and who 1 18 anxious 
to ſtretch his iron ſceptre over this devoted city. | 


This learned Faculty form their deliberations with clo/e doors , 
and, indeed, if their uſual reſolutions were like their laſt, it would 
be much to the credit of their order that they were buried in eter- 
nal ſilence. This ſecrecy of their councils might, perhaps, apolo- 

gie for errors, which, however, Ll am n perſuaded, I ſhall not com- 
mit. 


The Lord Advocate announced to his brethren, chat, as Dean 
of Faculty, he had received a letter from the Lord Provoſt of E- 
; dinburgh, expreſſing the city s intention of railing a regiment ; and 


C their 


) 


their hopes, that the Faculty, as a part of the community, would 


encourage the meaſure; he, at the ſame time, fell upon the knack 


of aſking the librarian, who is keeper of the records, F there was 


any precedent * The meaning, and the upſhot of this queſtion were 
obvious; but his Lordſhip might, with equal propriety, have afk- 
ed, If any Britiſh provinces had revolted, fince thoſe now annex- 
* ed to the crown of Frarice ?? or, If any Lord Advocate had 
© been guilty of the moſt ſignal and complicated treachery to his 
Sovereign, ſince the days of Sir Thomas Hope ?* The Lord Ad- 
vocate's ſentiments were underſtood by the whole Faculty; but it is 
only upon report and probability that I mention his Lordſhip's ha- 


ving communicated to his confidential brethren his averſion to an 


Edinburgh regiment. Be that as it may, the ſcheme was oppoſed 
by gentlemen, who expreſſed, in particular, great indignation at 
their being conſidered as a part of the Community of Edinburgh * 


Upon this, the Lord Advocate propoſed, that he ſhould ſend an 
anſwer to the Lord Provoſt, intimating, that, as the Faculty had 
made a reſolution not to alienate any part of their funds, they 


could not ſubſcribe to an Edinburgh regiment. This was acqui- 


eſced in, till Mr 1/ay Campbell oblerved, that it would be very blunt 
to return ſuch an anſwer, without ſo much as paying the Magi- 


ſtrates a compliment upon the zeal they had manifeſted in ſup- 


port of government, which he propoſed might be done; and fur- 
ther, that, although the Faculty ſhould give away no part of their 
| public 


» T his inſolent and affected rage at Saks called a part of the community, is equal- 
ly abſurd and unjult. It is a mere quibble to ſave their money, and colour over their 


diſaffection. The Faculty of Advocates are a body corporate; they meet at Edin- 
burgh : The Lord Provoſt addrefled them at the only part on earth where they can 
aſſemble az a body corporate, without being authoriſed by his Majeſty's expreſs com- 


mand. Muſt I tell theſe learned gentlemen, that Rome was the commune forum of every 
Roman? Is not Edinburgh the commune forum of every Scotſman? Muſt not every Scotf= 


man who is in the Eaſt-Indies, when needing a certificate from a magiſtrate in this country, 


. ove that certificate fream the Lord Provoſt 4 Edinburgh alone ? 


* * 1 * 1 2 1,0 > >] * 0 . REAL 44 PAR ">" 8 . 5 3 5 * IRA INS W N , " N + , 
5 8 > 3 * ee 8 8 PEP 2 3 eats HIRE" * NE i OE 8 7 e nn nate ed Ah rat ö RT ONE AY * 8 
825 ED Fon eG r FL ON ONE. gags 30 e e =. 2 5 - TINT * * TR" A POT * : XA 
- SC * 4 SIE RL | IR yy < 2 5 1 2 5 j . N * 2 8 1 * * * * pu 
REN WAI 8 r 88 1 r 1 8 S ˙ IIS? I OR Pr SY by Sten Is e 5 
7 f * Ot: by $7523 Ne . N n J APES. 25 1 was 2 „ , I w 25048 

c n FFF — n 1 EW e 2 2 8 4 . 

” n K a « - % - 5 u . *X 


r tr 
_y 9 2 Y, = * * Js. SER 2 oy (00 " 
Eris A ee per ar RR AE WOES 5m. 1 8 
y SE Gees - L 2 . 
N « 2 : r 4 r 


611 ) 


15 funds, ſtill the Dean ſhould commend it to the members to 
ſubſeribe out of their own pockets towards the Edinburgh regiment. 


Upon this the Lord Advocate, Dean of Faculty, requeſted the o- 


pinion of his brethren, uſing, at the ſame time, thoſe expreſſive 


words: * For my own part, I know not whether I ſhall ſubſcribe or 


© not.” Inſtantly, a gentleman, who holds an office under his Lord- 


ſhip, and whoſe rhetoric has not unaptly been compared to an 


empty cart rapidly rattling along a cauſeway, got up, and uttered 
a violent rhaplody againſt an Edinburgh regiment. © What * ſays 
one, © dictate to me to ſubſcribe ?* Ay, and that to an Edinburgh 

regiment too (ſays another); What buſineſs have we to do with 


the City of Edinburgh? Had it been the county, it would have 
been a very different affair * Says a third, They have had the inſo- 
lence to term us a part of the community of Edinburgh; but we 


are no part of the community; ergo, We will give them 


no anſwer at all. Nay, ſays a fourth, they have had the empudence 
| to call us a reſpectable body; VI) lay my life they called the * Cadies 
no leſs. Upon this a wagg obſerved, that, if the Cadies were not 


the moſt reſpectable, they were at leaſt the moſt uſeful body of the 


two; and that, ſince the Faculty would not part with their money, 


he thought they might, at leaſt, part with their men, without doing 


any detriment to che order. 


My friend told me, that many e of ſimilar impor- 
tance were made, interlarded with groſs reflections againit the ma- 


Siirates of Edinburgh, terming the ſcheme for an Edinburgh re- 


giment, a dirty job, that could in noways be ſerviceable to go- 
evern4ent.? My friend added, that Mr Solicitor-general and Mr 


' Ferguſon of Pirfour, vindicated the magiſtrates from theſe aſper- 


fions ; at the ſame time, that ſome of the city's aſſeſſors were not a= 


ſhamed to oppoſe an Edinburgh regiment. 


Upon this, the ſcroll of a letter was framed by the Lord Advo- 


cate's 
* Errand boys, 


„ 


ll cate's own hand, ſetting forth, That the Faculty had formed a 
ö © reſolution not to apply their funds to any purpoſes but thoſe to 
© which they were ſtrictly appropriated ; and therefore, as a body 
corporate, they could not ſubſcribe : That they approved of the 
© zeal which the magiſtrates had ſhewn in ſupport of government; 
© and that he (the Dean) doubted not, but, as individuals, the Fa- 
* culty would promote every | meaſure which they conſidered as 
* ſuch ;* which was, in as many words, That they did not conſider 
the raiſmg an Edinburgh regiment as juch. 


This matter being ſo happily adjuſted, it remained only that the 
Faculty ſhould aſk their Dean to name a day when he would do 
them the honour to dine with them, which his Lordſhip according- 
ly was graciouſly pleaſed to appoint. And this piece of adulation 
18 the firſt of the kind that ever happened in that fraternity. 


That the reader may be enabled to contemplate the patriotiſm 
and loyalty of this learned body, I muſt remind him, that, within 
theſe very few years, the“ Faculty, ſolicited by thoſe of its members 
who are moſt forward in oppoſing the preſent ſubſcription, /ub/cri- 

ME Oy ET: J en 

* Beſides the applauſe due to the Town - Council of Edinburgh and Sir Laurence 
Dundas, for their liberal ſubſcriptions, and their patronage of this ſcheme, thanks 
are due, in a particular manner, to Sir John Dalrymple Baron of Exchequer, who, 
early in this American diſpute, diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by a very able defence of the 
rights of the mother country; and who now, beſides a liberal ſubſcription, has exert- 
ed much activity in promoting this patriotic meaſure. An hearty applauſe is allo due 
to Lord Elliock, to Sir James Clark, to Sir William Forbes, to David Stewart Mon- 
crief, Eſq; Mr Oliphant of Roſſie, Poſt-maſter General, to William Millar, Eſq; advo- 
cate, ſon to the Lord Juſtice Clerk, whoſe liberality of mind, and vigour of genius, preſent 
a very flattering proſpect, to the Houſe of Meſſrs Mansfield, Ramſay, and Co. to the in- 

corporations of bakers and hammermen, the writers to the ſignet, the profeſſors of the 

Univerſity, and the Speculative Society, as well as many others, whom, for want of room 
or recollection, I omit.—Now for the reverſe. The Duke of Buccleugh has ſubſcri- 
bed,. Nt a farthing. The Lord Preſident — Net a farthing. Mr Sheriff Cock- 
burn, the Lord Advocate's brother - in- law. Net a farthing. All the gentlemen of 


the 
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bed largely to bring Mrs Yates from London fo perform on the Edin- 
burgh theatre, altho' they now will not give a farthing to ſupport 
the mſulted Majeſty of the crown, nor the violated rights of the 
Britiſb empire. 


This conduct of the Faculty ſeems the more deſperate in its de- 
ſign, and more pernicious in its effect, as it breathes this language: 


c Be it known to all the Societies and Corporations | in the Bri- 
£ tiſh dominions, but more eſpecially in Scotland, That We, the 
Dean and Faculty of Advocates, who, on former occaſions, in times 
C of public trouble, uſed to regiment and arm ourſelves in ſupport of e- 
* Rabliſhed government, do now, by this our example and public 
© teſtimony of our opinion, recommend it to all the ſaid reſpective 
© Societies and Corporations, to lend no more aſliftance to govern- 
c ment than We ourſelves do.“ 


The behaviour of the Faculty, diſgraceful as it has been repre- 
ſented, muſt incur additional reproach, when we reflect on the 
loyal and ſpirited conduct of the Writers to the Signet, a ſociety 
the moſt nearly allied to the Advocates; yet who, deſpiſing the 
envious policy of the Lord Advocate, and the pernicious example 
ſet them * by the Faculty, have, in the warmeſt terms, expreſſed 


95 their 


the county in his Lordſhip's political intereſt, (Mr Stewart Moncrief excepted, ) 
Not a farthing. The Lord Advocate, joint Keeper of the ſignet, Dean of the Faculty of Advo- 
_ cates, member for the county, aſſeſſor to the city of Edinburgh, and aſſeſſor to the Royal Boroughs, 
| Nor ont FAaKTHING. I had almoſt been guilty of an unpardonable omiſ- 
' ſion, in neglecting to pay that tribute of applauſe ſo juſtly due to John Mackenzie of 
Delvin, Efq; depute=keeper of the fignet, who, far from following the example of the 
keeper of the fignet, recommended to his br ethren, in the warmeſt manner, to teſtify, by 
a liberal ſubſcription, their ſincere attachment to Government. See, in the Edinburgh 
Courant and Caledonian Mercury, of the 21ſt January, a meſt judicious, manly, and 
| Polite addreſs, by this gentleman to his brethren. 

When the heritable juriſdictions were aboliſhed aſter the rebellion 1745, the wri— 
ters to the ſigyet were repreſented as diſaffected to Government; and although by 
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their attachment to government, and ſubſcribed, out of their own 


pockets, five hundred gumeas towards the Edinburgh regiment. 


Afﬀter what Ihave related, the reader will probably pre-occupy me 


in theſe reflections: That the Lord Advocate, in the impetuoſity 


© of his career, has utterly forgotten, that it is in the power of his Ma- 
jeſty and his miniſters to give a very proper leſſon to this country, 
© by ſignifying their diſpleaſure againſt his Lordſhip, and puniſh- 
ing his turbulence, diſaſtection, and ingratitude, by flripping him 

© of all his offices ; and that the lawvers, a fet of men who, from 


their train of thinking, as well as their intereſt, are generally at- 
© tached to the crown, have forgotten their own dignity, have loſt 


* ſight of their own intereſt, and that the duty which they owe to 
© their Sovereign, like a drop in the bucket, is loſt in the exceſs of 
0 ſubmiſſion which they pay to His Servant. 


As to the Faculty loſing a ſenſe of their own intereſt—this re- 


quires an explanation. For, although their reſpect to the Lord 


Advocate amounts almoſt to adoration, yet there is no idol the Fa- 
culty are fo fond of as a golden one. But the matter is ſhortly this: 


Although the Faculty would not worſhip their Dean in oppoſition 
to their intereſt, yet, as he has the diſpoſal of ſome offices which 


Aare 


law they, as well as the advocates, may be appointed ſupreme judges in Scotland ; 


yet, on account of this ſuppoſed diſaffection of the writers, they were then excluded = 
by ſtatute from being made ſheriffs-depute; and theſe offices were ſolely conferred up- 
on advocates.—Mark the conſequence. At the very next rebellion!— Hail gratitude ! 


— Hail loyalty !—Hail Dean of Faculty and your ſervile train! The writers to the 


ſignet ſubſcribe five hundred guineas for ſupport of Government, while the Faculty 


of Advocates ſubicribe not a farthing, diſcountenance the meaſures of Government, 


and while one of their number publiſhes letters in the news-papers, favourable to the A- 
merican quarrel. See Caledonian Mercury 19th January. The Miniſtry would do 


well to check the petulant diſaffection of the Faculty, by filling up the next vacancy on the 
bench with a awriter to o the fo fignet, | 
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And, That Lord North has nothing to ſay in the matter!“ 


1 15 3 


are naturally beſtowed at his recommendation, as member for the 


county, and Lord Advocate; by the help of this circumſtance, 


that arrogant preſumption, and thoſe bluſtering airs, which are 
natural to his family, he has moſt artfully impreſſed upon his bre- 


thren, and many others in this country, a moſt ridiculous notion 
concerning the importance of his power; and, to that effect, will 


tell twenty different ſtories to twenty different people, juſt as they 
will beſt ſuit his purpoſe. For inſtance, he tells to one ſet of 
people, That he is to make the Solicitor-General of England 
member of parliament for Edinburgh : That Lord Suffolk, the 
ſaid Solicitor-General, and himſelf, are hand and glove: That, 


through them, he has the diſpoſal of all offices in Scotland : 


Again, he tells others, that he himſelf is to be member for Edin- 


burgh; and, to a third claſs, he will ſay, he is to make a certain bank- 
er the member. All of which, I am fully perſuaded, are equally 
true, Nay, he had lately the preſumption to ſend a clergyman, 
the moſt impudent of his order, to a perſon of high literary repu- 
tation, with a thundering meſſage and declaration, That no per- 


« {on could pretend to riſe in Scotland without the patronage of his 


«Lordſhip and the Duke of Buccleugh.“ Thus does his Lordſhip's 


pon pous vanity of pretenſion impoſe upon a body who, for half 


a century, have paid an unlimited and contemptible ſubmiſſion to 
the Family of Arniſton. 


The ſubſcription going on ſucceſsfully, the town ; comet] of E- 


dinburgh approached the throne in a dutiful addreſs, teſtifying their 


aprrobation of the meaſures of government, and offering to raiſe 


a regiment tor their ſupport. The addreſs was preſented to his 
| Majeſty 


' 
d 
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Majeſty by Lon D NoRTH *, was graciouſly received, and the offer 
of a regiment chearfully accepted. 


Tt will not be amiſs that I ſhould here ſay a few words in an- 
ſwer to the aſſertions thrown out by an enraged and diſappointed 
faction, concerning the appointment of the officers. 


In a national emergency, when troops are required to be levied 

with expedition, neither his Majeſty, nor his miniſters, can raiſe 
the levies with ſufficient ſpeed, without the aid of thoſe gentlemen, 
in different parts of the country, who have moſt influence, are beſt 
known to, and beſt beloved by the commonality. For theſe rea- 
ſons, the raiſing of regiments by perſons of the firſt family and 
fortune, and by the chief cities and corporations, has, on ſuch occa- 
ſions, been adopted by government. 


It is evident, from a parity of reaſoning, that the ſame expedi- 
tion in raiſing recruits, to which the appointment of a commander 
or patron to the regiment is favourable, muſt be augmented by a 
choice of officers founded on the ſame principles. This, by the 
bye, is not only a prudent meaſure in government, but a juſt re- 
ward to the patron of the regiment, who muſt neceflarily be better 
acquainted with the character and connections of gentlemen who 
can aſſiſt the intended levies, than the ſecretary at war. So much 
in general. 9 


As for the liſt of officers which the town=council has taken the 
liberty to lay before his Majeſty : Of the intended Colonel I ſhall 
_ only ſay, that he is SNR WILLIAM ERSKINE, a near relation of the 
Lord Advocate; as for the Lieutenant Colonel, I have always 

underſtood 


Lord North, after waiting on his Majeſty with the addreſs, immediately as his 
Lordſhip returned from court, called on Sir Laurence Dundas, and informed him of 
his Majeſty's having accepted, with pleaſure, the altecionate teſlimony of the loyalty 
of the 7 of * 


4 


1 


underſtood, that Major Dundas of Fingaſk, M. P. was a good oſſi- 
cer, a man of ſpirit, property, character, and conſequence. One un- 
pardonable crime, however, (perhaps, in pity, I ſhould only call it 
misfortune) attends him, —he is the nephew of Sir Laurence Dun- 
das, —On this ſingle account, I am perfectly ſenſible, and the whole 


world will agree with me, that a coward, a bully, and a blackguard, 


untainted by connection with Sir Laurance Dundas, would have 


been a much more reſpectable choice! But, be this as it moy, I 


have to inform my readers, that this appointment was not oi 


without the interference, but contrary to the requeſt of 05 Laurence 
Dundas. 


As for the Majors-——ls not Captain Gordon an old and re- 
ſpeQable officer ?—ls not Sir James Murray an officer of ſpirit, cha- 
racter, and family ?—Has not the gallantry of Captain M*Mur- 
doch, an officer who has loft much blood in the ſervice of his coun- 
try, recom mended him as Captain? Has not the character alone of 
Captain Murray recommended him, although his family nearly for- 


feited their eſtate, by the imprudence of their political oppoſition to 
Sir Laurence Dundas ?—ls not Captain Boyd an officer of the 


moſt reſpectable character? Is not Captain Maxwell, the nephew 
of the brave Colonel Maxwell, a gallant officer! But I cannot 


run through a tedious, yet reſpectable liſt, Let me only add, That 
the Town Council has behaved with an impartiality which does 
them the higheſt honour : That Mr Treaſurer Maxwell gave up 
his pretenſions to a commiſſion for his own ſon, who is in the army, 


while the ſons of tradeſmen, in the expiring faction, have been 
5 promoted to offices of rank, 


Having brought to a concluſion my Hiſtory of the Riſe and E- 


ſtabliſnment of the Edinburgh Regiment, I feel, in the peruſal of 
what I have written, a variety of oppoſite emotions, joy, concern, 


E. indig- 


(8) 

indignation, and applauſe. I am deeply concerned, that a formi- 

dable rebellion ſhould have made the raiſing of new levies neceſ- 

fary.—l rejoice that the nation has manifeſted ſo much zeal and 
activity, in ſupport of the rights of the crown and empire of Bri- yo 
tain, againſt her rebellious ſubjects. I muſt beſtow great applauſe Y 
upon my fellow-citizens in general, for the ardour they have + 
ſhown, in ſupporting this loyal and patriotic meaſure; while I can- 
not help expreſſing the moſt lively indignation againſt its ſelf- 
intereſted, factious, and turbulent opponents. 


What remains for me, but to expreſs my ſincere wiſhes, that 
- Proſperity may crown the Britiſh arms, and that the gallant con- 
duct of the EDINBURGH REGIMENT may make a conſpicuous 
figure | in the hiſtory of the extinction of American rebellion. 


Edinburgh, January 24. 1 778. . 
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HisToky of the Edinburgh REGOIMEN r. 


HEN I wrote the Hiſtory of the Edinburgh Regiment, a ma- 
terial fact had not come to my knowledge. My idea of the 
importance of this fact leads me to publiſh it in a ſupplement. It de- 
monſtrates the Lord Ad vocate's betraying, at the expence of the moſt 
flagrant violation of decorum, the unconquerable perverſeneſs of his op- 
poſition to the meaſures of his Gracious Maſter. 
The conduct of the Faculty, at their meeting, has been already de- 
ſcribed. Some of its moſt reſpectable members had come to the meet- 
ing unprepared to oppoſe, with effect, the extraordinary meaſures 


which were then adopted. The more they reflected on the Faculty's 
conduct, the more they were convinced of its impropriety, and of the 


: reproach which would attend it, This induced about fifteen members, 
among whom were Mr Solicitor-General, Meſſrs Ilay Campbell, Fer- 
guſon of Pitfour, and Ferguſon of Craigdarroch, to requeſt the Lord 
Advocate to bold A private mecung with them! in che Advocate 8 Li- 
brary. 
The meeting being Deild theſe gentlemen repreſented to his Lord- 
ſhip their regret for the reſolutions of the Faculty, and their wiſh to 
wipe out the reproach they had ſuſtained by his Lordſhip's concurring 
with them in carrying up a liberal ſubſcription. To this his Lordſhip 
made anſwer, * I am not applied to, either as Lord Advocate, Dean of 
Faculty, or Member for the County; and therefore will give myſelf 
© no trouble about the matter.” 
Thus did his Lordſhip, 1 in each of his various capacities, in the molt 
deliberate manner, reſiſt the reiterated attempts to prevail on him to 
countenance, againſt a moſt formidable rebellion, an eſtabliſſied go- 
vernment, whoſe misfortune it is that ſuch a man ſhould hold under 
it ſo great offices, As Lord Advocate, and Member for the County, 
he reſiſted the perſonal ſolicitations of the Lord Provoſt. As Dean of 
the Faculty of Advocates, he withſtood the letter ſent to him by his 
Lordſhip, which was addreſſed thus, To the Lord Advocate, DEAN 
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of FACULTY, and in whoſe contents. heas mentioned, * as preſiding 
* over that reſpectable body. ' Laſtly, aſſuming his individual charac- 
ter, as a private ſubje&, he rejected the preſſing inftances of his bre- 
thren. A ſhameleſs evaſion was ſtill wanting to complete the picture. 
This his Lordſhip filled up on Tuefday morning. In a converſation 
he then held with the Lord Provoſt, he ſaid, That it was a pity the 
Hiſtory of the Edinburgh Regiment ſhould have been publiſhed, for 
* otherwiſe the Faculty would have ſubſcribed a THOUSAND GUINEas,* 
To this the Lord Provoſt replied, © That the Town Council had no con- 
* cern in that publication.” (And in this he ſpoke truth ; for they knew 
no more of it than of what was tranſacting in the Turkiſh Divan.) 
And why ſhould the Faculty injure their country out of reſentinent a- 
* gainſt an anonymous publication ?? But his Lordſhip might have an- 
ſwered more deciſively : * The Faculty muſt then be endued with the 
« grft of prophecy; for their ſolemn reſolution not to ſubſcribe was 
publicly embraced on the thirteenth; the private meeting at which © 
the Lord Advocate again refufed to ſubſcribe was held ſome days af- 
ter; whereas the Hiſtory alluded to was not publiſhed til the wen- 
iy fourth.“ 
Truth ſhall be my object; fuſtice is the end I have in view. Let 
me therefore rectify a miſtake I committed againſt the Lord Advocate, 
by putting in his. mouth the paragraph about the Engliſh objecting to 
our having arms put in our hands ; ſee page 5. line 24. Upon more 
accurate information, I find it was not the Lord Advocate who uſed this 
expreſſion, but a third perſon then in company. Let me add, however, 
that the Lord Advocate concluded that firſt converſation thus: Entre 
f nous, (ſays he to the Lord Provoſt), I with you would throw cold water 
« on this affair,” meaning the Edinburgh Regiment. This I know is not 
n 3 in the letter which, on Tueſday laſt, immediately before 
his departure for London, he impetrated from the Lord Provoſt, with 
a view to /creen himſelf ; but the reaſon the Lord Provoſt gave for o- 
mitting the above expreſſion was, * He did it out of delicaey, as it 
© would ftrike too hard.“ a5 | 
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January 29. 1778. 
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